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Universal Decimal Classification
The world’s foremost classification system for organizing
bibliographic records of information, in any medium, for:

• Libraries

• Museums archives

• Bibliographies 

• Bibliographic databases

• Information services 

• Internet 

BSI has exclusive rights to the English language version

30330_BSI_UDC.qxd  11/2/05  2:34 pm  Page 1



Universal Decimal Classification

What is UDC?
Universal Decimal Classification (UDC) is the world’s foremost classification scheme for all fields
of knowledge used for sophisticated indexing and retrieval.

Since first published over 100 years ago, UDC has developed into a highly flexible and effective
system for organizing bibliographic records for all kinds of information in any medium, and is
used internationally.

Structure
UDC is structured according to traditional disciplines
of study, but is highly flexible to allow for constant
revision in order to keep pace with development of
knowledge. The UDC Master Reference File (MRF)
is updated yearly.

UDC’s most innovative and influential feature is its
ability to express not just simple subjects but relations
between subjects. This facility is added to a hierarchic
structure, in which knowledge is divided into ten
classes, then each class is subdivided into its logical
parts, each subdivision is further subdivided,
and so on.

UDC Hierarchy
The ten top-level tables:

0 Generalities

1 Philosophy. Psychology

2 Religion. Theology

3 Social sciences

4 (Under development)

5 Mathematics and natural sciences

6 Applied sciences. Medicine. Technology

7 The arts. Recreation. Entertainment. Sport

8 Language. Linguistics. Literature

9 Geography. Biography. History

How to use
Originally intended for organizing documentation on everything that
had ever been written, UDC has exceeded its parent, the Dewey
Decimal Classification, both in the size of its vocabulary and its
indexing capabilities. Its main strength however is that it preserves
a logical structure and works equally well whether it is used only
at an abridged level or applied to the fullest extent.

UDC can be used for organizing and recording different kinds of
objects, files, books or information resources. The scheme has been
used to classify motion pictures by subject; map collections by place;
and cataloguing collections of stamps, coins and medal soldiers. 
In fact, UDC can be used to index anything to exploit a field of
interest to the full and for enabling efficient retrieval of information. 
UDC is now being used to arrange directories on the Internet.

Its application spreads almost universally across:

Libraries

• shelf arrangement
• information retrieval (classified catalogues)
• collection management (acquisition, circulation statistics, weeding)

Museums and archives

• collection management
• objects indexing and retrieval
• collection display

Bibliographies and bibliographic databases

• subject information navigation
• information retrieval

Information services

• selective dissemination of information (user’s profile description)

Internet

• subject gateways (information presentation and navigation)
• metadata (information discovery)

bsi-global.com/udc
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Universal Decimal Classification

Complete Edition

This is the first complete update of UDC in hardcopy since 1993.

Derived from the Master Reference File (MRF) from the UDC
Consortium, this is the newly revised Complete Edition, containing
all available references and classifications.

UDC Complete Edition contains over 65,000 entries and comes
in two volumes:

Volume 1 – Systematic Tables

• All ten tables
• Complete auxiliary tables
• Summary of the classification.

A4 Paperback • 2005 • ISBN 0 580 45469 X
BSI order ref BIP 0017-1 • Price £175

Volume 2 – Alphabetical Index

• Provides access to UDC tables
• Enables fast access to UDC tables through

specially constructed index terms
• Must be used in conjunction with

Volume 1.

A4 Paperback • 2005 • ISBN 0 580 45470 3
BSI order ref BIP 0017-2 • BSI • Price £130

UDC Online

The online version is the
Complete Edition of UDC
available electronically, and
with additional functionality.

A one-year UDC Online
subscription offers:

• Complete content of
UDC database

• Number building facility helps
you to construct complex UDC numbers and see the result
developing on screen

• Search and view online
• Cut and paste functionality – save time and effort and avoid

transcription errors
• User friendly screens
• Multiple search strategies
• Database search for specific terms and numbers. Use customized

dictionary or hierarchy of UDC numbers to refine results.

Price £395 pa +VAT 1-2 users
£50 pa +VAT for each additional user
£POA for 10+ users 

The Universal Decimal Classification: A Guide
to its Use

I C McIlwaine

This book is an extension and total revision
of McIlwaine’s 1993 earlier Guide to the Use
of UDC. It provides practical hints on UDC’s
application and works through all the auxiliary
and main tables highlighting aspects that need
to be noted in applying the scheme.

It also provides guidance on the use of the MRF and discusses the
way in which classification is used in the 21st century and its
suitability as an aid to subject description in tagging metadata and
consequently for application on the Internet.

The guide is for practical usage by classifiers in their daily work
and as a guide to those learning how to apply the classification.

A5 Paperback • 280 pages • 2000 • ISBN 9 080 61521 8 
BSI order ref UPI 30045302 • UDC Consortium • Price £35

Universal Decimal Classification

Abridged Edition

Formerly known as the Pocket Edition,
UDC Abridged Edition contains c. 4,100 classes
and incorporates major changes to
the scheme since 1999. It includes the new
properties table (1k-02) and new and revised
classes for management, religion, population,
tourism, social welfare, environment studies,
biotechnology and cinema.

A4 Loose-leaf with binder • 266 pages • 2003 • ISBN 0 580 42440 5
BSI order ref PD 1000 • BSI • Price £26.50

bsi-global.com/udc

SAVE 15% when you buy both volumes

UDC Complete Edition Volumes 1 & 2

A4 Paperback • 2005 • ISBN 0 580 45482 7
BSI order ref BIP 0017 • BSI • Price £260

SAVE 
15 %

NEW NEW
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Title: First name:

Surname:

Job title: 

Department:

Organization:

Address:

Postcode: Country:

Tel: Fax:

Email:

Card Number:

Expiry Date:

Cardholder’s Name:

Signature:

Date:

Please send me an order quotation.

Purchase Order Number:

Enclosed is my cheque for £

All cheques must be payable to BSI and must be drawn on a British bank and be in Sterling.

Please debit my (please tick as appropriate)

Send your completed order form to:
BSI Business Information, UDC Customer Services
389 Chiswick High Road, London W4 4AL

Payment options (please tick as appropriate)

+44 (0)20 8996 7555

+44 (0)20 8996 7001

udc@bsi-global.com

BSI members only:

Please invoice my membership account number:

FOUR EASY 
ways to order:
When placing your order please quote marketing reference: BR-UDC-ABCDEF

Subtotal

*P&P

Total

All prices, content and publishing dates may be subject to change

*P&P: £4.17 UK, £5.83 Overseas

FREE P&P for BSI Subscribing Members

Pre-payment is required by non-Members

** Subscription per annum plus VAT

The British Standards Institution is incorporated by Royal Charter.       30330 02/05

When placing your order please

quote marketing reference: BR-UDC-ABCDEF

Personal information

Your contact details will be used to complete your request. We will send you relevant

information about our products and services that may be of interest to you by post

or via email. If you do not wish to be kept up-to-date please tick this box.

We will never supply your information to third parties for marketing purposes.

BSI handles all personal information in compliance with the Data Protection Act 1998

and the EU Communications Directive 2002.

UDC Complete Edition

BIP 0017-1 0 580 45469 X Volume 1 – Systematic Tables £175

BIP 0017-2 0 580 45470 3 Volume 2 – Alphabetical Index £130

BIP 0017 0 580 45482 7 Volumes 1 & 2 £260

UDC Online Subscription**

1-2 users £395

3 users £445

4 users £495

5 users £545

6 users £595

7 users £645

8 users £695

9 users £745

10 users £795

10+ users £POA

PD 1000 0 580 42440 5 UDC Abridged Version £26.50

UPI 30045302 9 080 61521 8 The Universal Decimal Classification: A Guide to its Use £35

BSI ORDER REF ISBN TITLE QTY PRICE TOTAL
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