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Tamás Földi passed away at the age of 78. Among librarians he was known as an expert dealing with scientific information, documentation and information-policy. 


Tamás Földi was born on 13th February 1929 in Budapest. He completed his elementary and secondary schooling there. He studied at the University of Economy 1948-1952 in the political economy department. After graduating he worked at the university as an assistant lecturer in the Department of Economic History. Then he turned towards libraries. 1955-1960 he was a chief official in the library of the University of Economy. After that he became a research worker and finally a group leader. He took his doctorate as a member of this institute in 1958, in spite the fact that his half-finished research-results disappeared in 1956.
 His doctoral dissertation was about the railway constructions in Hungary. This would have been the topic of his “candidacy”
 - but it was never accomplished.
 He was interested in reforming planned economy, but also in examining economy in Western Europe – from a political economic point of view. He did not like the new mathematical-models in the area of economy.


He was the chief librarian of the MTA (Hungarian Scientific Academy) Library of Economy Institute 1960-1973. From 1965 he was a participant in International Federation for Information and Documentation (FID) where he primarily dealt with the relations of the arts’ information – from an economic point of view. As an example we can mention one of his works: ‘The arts’ information and the change of regime in Eastern Europe, especially in Hungary’ published in Scientific and Technical Information (TMT). His works were published in national and also in international library periodicals. He wrote very often about FID, also in 2001 when FID came to an end. He also dealt with economy information as an editor. He was a participant in international work dealing with the improvement of documentary classification. From 1967 he was the leader of the delegation of arts’ experts; the secretary of MTA Economic Committee and also the managing vice-president of the National Library and Documentary Section. He was also a member of the FID Hungarian National Committee and a chief member of the Information Society. He delivered a lecture in 1972 at the IFLA conference in Hungary. Tamás Földi was since 1965 till 1993 involved in the revision of class 3 – social sciences – of the UDC (Universal Decimal Classification) as member of FID/C3 and chairperson of its subcommittee for class 33 – economics. Till his death he was a member was the member of the advisory board of the UDC Consortium – since its formation. He kept up with national and international library relations till his death.


Meanwhile, he was also researching, writing, editing and organizing. In 1966 he established the Acta Oeconomica. It was the only information source in English about the world of ‘real socialism’ in Eastern Europe, for a long time. It was the only Eastern European periodical –for years- from which the Journal of Economic Literature made abstracts. It was a real privilege to publish an article in Acta Oeconomica.
 

In the 1960s and 70s he was also an active member of the International Committee for Social Science Information and Documentation (ICSSD) of the Unesco.
In the middle of the 1970s Tamás Földi changed his way again. In 1973 he established the Economic Information Group (KICS). It was a little professional workshop where studies were completed about the economic situation of Eastern European countries or about the reforms – with the combination of economy and journalism. There were studies about the Common Market, about the economy of the United States or about the different aspects of the connections between East and West. There were some exciting topics such as environmental problems of atomic energy or the economic importance of the Soviet military industrial complex.


These works were published at the time when the importance of these topics was not clear. In spite of the variety of the topics these studies are closely related to one another for of a number of reasons, such as the needs of progression, reforms and honesty. The studies were allowed to be published only without the authors’ and editors’ names and could only be published for a limited audience. In public forums studies were permitted to be published in rewritten forms or not at all. Földi was responsible for everything.


He could collect such experts together who are still in touch with each other, there is a real relationship among them even nowadays. They kept a careful watch on his last struggle with his disease.


Sándor Richter said about Tamás Földi: ‘I respect him very highly because of his openness, his ability of making consensus and his working ability and his qualities as a leader.‘ Tamás Földi wrote a blog when he had really something to tell: demanding analyses, remembrances. (http://folditamas.freeblog.hu) The date of his last note is 2nd December 2006. The last line of his note on 4th November says: ‘Now, I’ll stop it for a while. I’ll continue later. Now, I’m concerned about my health, I have a good reason for it. 


He was known as a friendly, warm-hearted, fair and helpful man. He was characterized by intelligence, thorough grounding, persistence and extreme activity.


His relation with libraries was never broken up. He took part in the work of the supervisory committee of the ‘Pro Bibliotheca Academiae Scientarium Hungaricae’ Foundation. His death is an enormous loss, not just for the national but also the international librarianship-society. May he rest in peace!
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