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Introduction of theIntroduction of the UDC in UDC in 
Spanish librariesSpanish libraries

The classification system which was most The classification system which was most 
widely implemented in Spanish libraries in widely implemented in Spanish libraries in 
the 19th century was the the 19th century was the Brunet systemBrunet system
It was implemented in the Royal Library, It was implemented in the Royal Library, 
which was later to become the which was later to become the National National 
LibraryLibrary, in popular and , in popular and publicpublic libraries libraries 
and in and in universityuniversity libraries libraries 
This system  predominate  until the thirty This system  predominate  until the thirty 
decade in the 20th century. decade in the 20th century. 
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FirstFirst introducción introducción ofof thethe UDCUDC

The librarian at the University of Salamanca The librarian at the University of Salamanca 
Manuel CastilloManuel Castillo was the first disseminator and was the first disseminator and 
translator of UDC in Spain in 1895translator of UDC in Spain in 1895
The second attempt to implement the UDC in The second attempt to implement the UDC in 
Spanish libraries was undertaken by the Spanish libraries was undertaken by the Library Library 
of Military Engineersof Military Engineers by by capitaincapitain Leopoldo Leopoldo 
GiménezGiménez in 1908in 1908
Ricardo Ricardo CodorniúCodorniú 1911 published a 1911 published a 
monograph on Decimal Classification, whit  a monograph on Decimal Classification, whit  a 
translation of the numbers of the tables of translation of the numbers of the tables of 
ForestryForestry
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Introducción Introducción ofof thethe UDCUDC

The librarian  in the Provincial Library of the The librarian  in the Provincial Library of the 
General and Technical Institute of General and Technical Institute of BadajozBadajoz
RománRomán GómezGómez VillafrancaVillafranca made in 1911 a made in 1911 a 
bibliography using of the Decimal Systembibliography using of the Decimal System
AndAnd Antonio Paz y Antonio Paz y MeliáMeliá tried unsuccessfully to tried unsuccessfully to 
implement the Decimal System in national implement the Decimal System in national 
libraries libraries 
In the early 20th century the implementation of In the early 20th century the implementation of 
the UDC system in Spain was an the UDC system in Spain was an isolated event isolated event 
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SPECIAL SITUATION IN CATALONIASPECIAL SITUATION IN CATALONIA

Compared to the rest of Spain, inCompared to the rest of Spain, in CataloniaCatalonia, , the the 
historical evolution of libraries has been differenthistorical evolution of libraries has been different

In 1914, the librarian In 1914, the librarian Sebastian Sebastian FarnésFarnés did a different did a different 
translated of to the UDC number which corresponded to translated of to the UDC number which corresponded to 
the Catalan languagethe Catalan language

Modification was due to the fact that the UDC notation Modification was due to the fact that the UDC notation 
included: included: 
France  44France  44
Spain 46Spain 46
Catalonia 449.9Catalonia 449.9
If, in the systematic tables of the UDC, number 4 If, in the systematic tables of the UDC, number 4 
represents Europe, 6 the Iberian Peninsula and 7 its represents Europe, 6 the Iberian Peninsula and 7 its 
eastern parteastern part thethe numbernumber forfor CataloniaCatalonia mustmust be be 
representedrepresented by 467by 467
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CATALONIA: CATALONIA: JordiJordi Rubio i Rubio i 
BalaguerBalaguer

JordiJordi Rubio I Rubio I BalaguerBalaguer was a Classification was a Classification 
teacherteacher and head of National library of and head of National library of 
Catalonia and public LibrariesCatalonia and public Libraries

He published the first translation of the He published the first translation of the Decimal Decimal 
system of  1905system of  1905 into the Catalan language into the Catalan language 

Assigned to 467 for Catalonia no 449Assigned to 467 for Catalonia no 449
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Dewey in CataloniaDewey in Catalonia

RubióRubió prefers the use in Catalonia  of prefers the use in Catalonia  of Decimal Decimal 
Classification of 1905Classification of 1905, and not the UDC, and not the UDC

He did the translation of the tables into the He did the translation of the tables into the 
Catalan language under the title Catalan language under the title "Decimal "Decimal 
Classification, an adaptation for Catalan Classification, an adaptation for Catalan 
libraries”libraries”
TodayToday in in CataloniaCatalonia isis implantedimplanted de  de  DeweyDewey
Decimal Decimal CassificationCassification
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Implementation of theImplementation of the UDC UDC 
in Spanish libraries in Spanish libraries 

In the year 1931,  was proclaimed  the In the year 1931,  was proclaimed  the 
2nd Spanish Republic2nd Spanish Republic
During this period the  library policy During this period the  library policy 
developed  and developed  and UDC was implementedUDC was implemented in in 
the National Library, in public libraries, in the National Library, in public libraries, in 
universities, municipal libraries and in universities, municipal libraries and in 
others, although the implementation was others, although the implementation was 
not given legal status not given legal status 
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The Republican Government created The Republican Government created 
some organizations  for development some organizations  for development 
librarieslibraries

The Board drafted rules The Board drafted rules instructing instructing on the on the 
organisation of libraries by means organisation of libraries by means UDCUDC

During the Spanish Civil War During the Spanish Civil War 
from 1936from 1936--19391939
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“Instructions for the service of small libraries",“Instructions for the service of small libraries", in in 
1937 (Maria 1937 (Maria MolinerMoliner))

"Instructions for the organisation of front lines, "Instructions for the organisation of front lines, 
barracks and hospitals” In 1937barracks and hospitals” In 1937 (Teresa (Teresa 
AndresAndres))

These instructions are of enormous importance These instructions are of enormous importance 
on account of their originality and because they on account of their originality and because they 
were the first regulations of this type to were the first regulations of this type to 
shape the implementation of the UDC shape the implementation of the UDC 

First instructions while the warFirst instructions while the war
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During the period of the Spanish 2nd During the period of the Spanish 2nd 
Republic(1931Republic(1931--1939)  UDC was 1939)  UDC was 
definitively implementeddefinitively implemented This This 
implementation was not given legal statusimplementation was not given legal status

In this way, the possibility was In this way, the possibility was opened opened up up 
of introducing reforms and modifications of introducing reforms and modifications 
as regards classificationas regards classification

Definitively implementation of Definitively implementation of 
UDC 1931UDC 1931--19391939
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In 1939, just a two month  after the end of the In 1939, just a two month  after the end of the 
Civil War the UDC  was established by means Civil War the UDC  was established by means 
of a ministerial orderof a ministerial order

What was adopted was the "What was adopted was the "MelvilMelvil Dewey Dewey 
Decimal SystemDecimal System, modified by the Brussels , modified by the Brussels 
International Institute of Bibliography and International Institute of Bibliography and 
with the corrections introduced by its with the corrections introduced by its 
representation representation in Berlinin Berlin""

Official implementation of Official implementation of 
thethe UDCUDC
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En 1939 was adopted the UDC,   (the 3rd En 1939 was adopted the UDC,   (the 3rd 
international edition of  international edition of  1934, in German1934, in German, no or , no or 
English editions 1936English editions 1936, and , and French editions French editions 
in1939in1939 ) in keeping with Germany on account of ) in keeping with Germany on account of 
the affinity existing at the time between the affinity existing at the time between Spain Spain 
and Germanyand Germany

It was the librarian It was the librarian Javier Lasso de la Vega,Javier Lasso de la Vega,
Ministry of Franco government to allow the Ministry of Franco government to allow the 
official implementation of  the UDCofficial implementation of  the UDC

Official implementation of Official implementation of 
thethe UDCUDC in 1939in 1939
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Consequences of the Consequences of the 
implantationimplantation

In respect of Europe, In respect of Europe, the Second Worldthe Second World
War hindered all the International War hindered all the International 
Institute’s work and activitiesInstitute’s work and activities

When in Spain the use of the UDC was When in Spain the use of the UDC was 
established, this event did not embrace established, this event did not embrace 
the internationalist dimensionsthe internationalist dimensions which which 
were implicit in the UDC system and did were implicit in the UDC system and did 
not make an impact overseas not make an impact overseas 



1515

The implication of this implantation was The implication of this implantation was 
domestic and it only provided an already domestic and it only provided an already 
established practice with a legal framework. established practice with a legal framework. 

To sum up, in the aforementioned Order, the To sum up, in the aforementioned Order, the 
relationship between Spain and Germanyrelationship between Spain and Germany
predominated much more than a library policy predominated much more than a library policy 
which would comply with international which would comply with international 
recommendations in this area.recommendations in this area.

1939 UDC implantation1939 UDC implantation
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Abolition of the obligatory Abolition of the obligatory 
use of the UDCuse of the UDC in 1989in 1989

As regards the present day, in 1989 theAs regards the present day, in 1989 the
Regulations on State Public Libraries and the Regulations on State Public Libraries and the 
Spanish Library SystemSpanish Library System were approved were approved 

the the "Order of 1939 which implements the "Order of 1939 which implements the 
decimal bibliographical system in the decimal bibliographical system in the 
classification of the collections in State Public classification of the collections in State Public 
Libraries" Libraries" was abolishedwas abolished (or Dewey Decimal (or Dewey Decimal 
Classification in its German version of 1934)Classification in its German version of 1934)
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No legal systemNo legal system
There currently exists a legal vacuum or There currently exists a legal vacuum or VacuoVacuo
legislegis regarding the classification system to be regarding the classification system to be 
usedused

Nevertheless, this legal vacuum could be Nevertheless, this legal vacuum could be 
prevented through the provisions issued by prevented through the provisions issued by 
transitory law,transitory law, which would mean it would be which would mean it would be 
obligatory for the professionals in state libraries obligatory for the professionals in state libraries 
to use the UDC, (or the German version of the to use the UDC, (or the German version of the 
Decimal System),Decimal System),
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Consequences of abolition in Consequences of abolition in 
19891989

The UDC has currently been fully introduced into The UDC has currently been fully introduced into 
almost all Spanish libraries, although there are almost all Spanish libraries, although there are 
some cases of the some cases of the implementation of another implementation of another 
system such as the LCCsystem such as the LCC

And, with the creation of the Statutes of the And, with the creation of the Statutes of the 
Autonomous Regions between 1979 and 1983, Autonomous Regions between 1979 and 1983, 
specific competences were created in the specific competences were created in the 
area of librariesarea of libraries in each one of themin each one of them
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Teaching of the UDC within the Teaching of the UDC within the 
university framework of Library and university framework of Library and 

Information Science studiesInformation Science studies

The UDC system is currently studied The UDC system is currently studied at all at all 
Spanish universities where Library and Spanish universities where Library and 
Information ScienceInformation Science is taught in first and is taught in first and 
second stage courses. In all cases, it is a second stage courses. In all cases, it is a 
core subject whose study is compulsory core subject whose study is compulsory 
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Library and Information Science Library and Information Science 
university studiesuniversity studies

1.The Department of Librarianship and 1.The Department of Librarianship and 
Documentation ofDocumentation of the the ComplutenseComplutense University ofUniversity of
Madrid offers: Madrid offers: Document languagesDocument languages I , III , II
2. The Department of Librarianship and 2. The Department of Librarianship and 
Documentation of the Documentation of the Carlos III University ofCarlos III University of
Madrid: Madrid: 
Classification systemsClassification systems
3.The Faculty of Librarianship and 3.The Faculty of Librarianship and 
Documentation Documentation University of the University of the AlcaláAlcalá de de 
HenaresHenares::
Document languagesDocument languages
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Library and Information Science Library and Information Science 
university studiesuniversity studies

4. 4. FacultyFaculty ofof HumanidadesHumanidades de la de la Universidad Universidad 
de La Coruñade La Coruña
Document languagesDocument languages
5. 5. FacultyFaculty ofof de Biblioteconomía y de Biblioteconomía y 
Documentación de BadajozDocumentación de Badajoz en la en la Universidad Universidad 
de Extremadurade Extremadura
Document languagesDocument languages
6. 6. FacultyFaculty ofof Comunicación y Comunicación y 

DocumentaciónDocumentación en la en la Universidad de MurciaUniversidad de Murcia
Documental Documental LingüisticLingüistic

http://www.udc.es/humanidades/
http://www.udc.es/humanidades/
http://www.udc.es/humanidades/
http://alcazaba.unex.es/
http://alcazaba.unex.es/
http://www.um.es/f-documentacion/
http://www.um.es/f-documentacion/
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Library and Information Science Library and Information Science 
university studiesuniversity studies

7.7. FacultyFaculty ofof Biblioteconomía y Biblioteconomía y 
DocumentaciónDocumentación en la en la Universidad de Universidad de 
GranadaGranada::
Documental Documental languageslanguages
8. 8. Área Área ofof Biblioteconomía y DocumentaciónBiblioteconomía y Documentación
en la en la Universidad de Universidad de LeónLeón : : 
SubjectSubject languageslanguages
9. 9. FacultyFaculty ofof Traducción y DocumentaciónTraducción y Documentación
en la en la Universidad de Salamanca:Universidad de Salamanca:
Systematic indexingSystematic indexing

http://www.udc.es/humanidades/
http://www.udc.es/humanidades/
http://www3.unileon.es/dp/abd/
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Library and Information Science Library and Information Science 
university studiesuniversity studies

11.11.DegreeDegree in Biblioteconomía y in Biblioteconomía y 
DocumentaciónDocumentación en la en la Universidad de Universidad de 
ZaragozaZaragoza. . 
12 12 DiplomatDiplomat en en BiblioteconomiaBiblioteconomia i i 
DocumentacióDocumentació en la en la UniversitatUniversitat de de 
ValenciaValencia
13. 13. FacultyFaculty ofof InfórmaticaInfórmatica en la en la 
Universidad Politécnica de ValenciaUniversidad Politécnica de Valencia . . 

http://ebro3.unizar.es:8080/acad/FMPro?-DB=w_titulaciones.fp5&-lay=cgi&-format=titulacion.htm&-error=error2.htm&id_titulacion=36&-Max=25&-SortField=Orden&-Find
http://ebro3.unizar.es:8080/acad/FMPro?-DB=w_titulaciones.fp5&-lay=cgi&-format=titulacion.htm&-error=error2.htm&id_titulacion=36&-Max=25&-SortField=Orden&-Find
http://ebro3.unizar.es:8080/acad/FMPro?-DB=w_titulaciones.fp5&-lay=cgi&-format=titulacion.htm&-error=error2.htm&id_titulacion=36&-Max=25&-SortField=Orden&-Find
http://www.uv.es/dise/estudi/plans/452a.html
http://www.uv.es/dise/estudi/plans/452a.html
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Library and Information Science Library and Information Science 
university studiesuniversity studies

14. 14. FacultyFaculty ofof CiènciesCiències Humanes, Humanes, 
TraduccióTraducció i i DocumentacióDocumentació de la de la 
Universidad de Universidad de VicVic
15. 15. Licenciatura in DocumentaciónLicenciatura in Documentación en la en la 
UniversitatUniversitat ObertaOberta de de CatalunyaCatalunya
16. 16. FacultyFaculty ofof CiènciesCiències de la de la 
ComunicacióComunicació de la de la UniversitatUniversitat
AutònomaAutònoma de Barcelonade Barcelona

http://www.udc.es/humanidades/
http://www.udc.es/humanidades/
http://www.uvic.es/fchtd/ca/inici.html
http://www.uvic.es/fchtd/ca/inici.html
http://www.blues.uab.es/fac.com/estudis/estudisfr.html
http://www.blues.uab.es/fac.com/estudis/estudisfr.html
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Library and Information Science Library and Information Science 
university studiesuniversity studies

The UDC is taught within the framework of The UDC is taught within the framework of 
regulated Library and Information Science regulated Library and Information Science 
courses, both from a theoretical and from courses, both from a theoretical and from 
a practical point of viewa practical point of view
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The development of research The development of research 
on the UDC in Spainon the UDC in Spain

The development of research in the area of The development of research in the area of 
Information Science is Information Science is practically all practically all 
undertaken within the university frameworkundertaken within the university framework

Research in Spain on the Research in Spain on the UDC is already quite UDC is already quite 
importantimportant; translations, adaptations and ; translations, adaptations and 
versions of the tables have been undertaken versions of the tables have been undertaken 
and there are also analytical works on different and there are also analytical works on different 
aspects of the UDC system..  aspects of the UDC system..  
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The research of UDCThe research of UDC
As regards the subject of Classification Systems, As regards the subject of Classification Systems, 
most research is occurring in this subject:most research is occurring in this subject:

the the historyhistory of the UDC in Spain has been of the UDC in Spain has been 
completed; possible uses and applications of the completed; possible uses and applications of the 
UDC in an UDC in an electronic environmentelectronic environment have been have been 
researched; the tables have been researched; the tables have been adapted and adapted and 
translatedtranslated; ; the guide to using the UDCthe guide to using the UDC has has 
been translated and adapted; and classification been translated and adapted; and classification 
manualsmanuals and and practical exercisepractical exercise manuals using manuals using 
the tables have been createdthe tables have been created



2828

ProjectsProjects

There is currently a research project in There is currently a research project in 
progress in conjunction with AENOR, the progress in conjunction with AENOR, the 
Library and Information Department of Library and Information Department of 
Universidad Carlos III de Madrid, and Universidad Carlos III de Madrid, and 
National Library of Madrid to create an National Library of Madrid to create an 
electronic UDC system using the electronic UDC system using the 
associated associated subject headingssubject headings of the of the 
National Library of MadridNational Library of Madrid
UDC for windowsUDC for windows
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ConclusionsConclusions
The introduction of the UDC in Spain is almost The introduction of the UDC in Spain is almost completecomplete
in libraries, bibliographies and studies in libraries, bibliographies and studies 

Absolutely all regulated university Librarianship and Absolutely all regulated university Librarianship and 
Documentation courses include Documentation courses include learning the theory learning the theory 
and the practical application of the UDCand the practical application of the UDC tables. tables. 
Research in Spain in this area is already significant and Research in Spain in this area is already significant and 
has seen the publication of has seen the publication of theoretical and historicaltheoretical and historical
aspects; practical applications; proposals for its new aspects; practical applications; proposals for its new 
implementation; versions and translations of the tables implementation; versions and translations of the tables 
and of the usage guide and many other aspects.and of the usage guide and many other aspects.
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FutureFuture

In the In the 20th century20th century in Spain, the UDC in Spain, the UDC 
system was fully implemented and its system was fully implemented and its 
development, in the development, in the 21st century21st century, finds , finds 
itself in the electronic environmentitself in the electronic environment
The structure, notation and The structure, notation and 
implementation of the CDU system means implementation of the CDU system means 
that, in this century which has just begun, that, in this century which has just begun, 
yet it can be considered a yet it can be considered a valid valid 
instrument for organising informationinstrument for organising information
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Thank you very muchThank you very much

rosa.sansegundo@uc3m.esrosa.sansegundo@uc3m.es
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